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Caledonian Language School

Welcome

and to learn to communicate with
confidence in English. You’ll achieve
this by studying on courses where
you practise communicating in
English in realistic contexts.

Edinburgh

Welcome to the Caledonian Language School!
Scotland is famous for its hospitality, and we
aim to make students feel welcome at the
Caledonian and in Edinburgh.
We have experienced and qualified teachers
who create a friendly, supportive school
where you can make great progress. We want
you to have a wonderful time in Edinburgh,

Edinburgh is a wonderful city. It’s
easy and safe to walk around in,
and really does have something
for everybody. The city has a rich
cultural heritage: it was home to
Sir Walter Scott and Sir Arthur
Conan Doyle, and JK Rowling. The
Edinburgh Festival and Fringe
Festival influence the cultural scene
here, so that Edinburgh has major cultural
events all year, with world-famous companies
such as the Mariinsky Ballet visiting.
Edinburgh is also a real student city, with 4
universities and the biggest further education
college in Scotland. It’s also very cosmopolitan,
and open to visitors of all nationalities. There
are opportunities for sport and the outdoors,
culture and the arts, and of course, pubs, cafes,
“Thank you for your
warm welcome and all the
advice that you gave us: all this
was so precious!”
Marie-Jo, Switzerland
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“I think that your school is
wonderful because you really
care about your students.”

restaurants and night clubs – something
exciting to do, at every time of the day or
night! It’s also possible to find a part-time
job, or to volunteer with a local charity –
both good ways of meeting local people
and learning about British society.

Noemi, Italy

Caledonian
Language
School
Located in the city centre, the Caledonian
Language School is an independentlyowned school, where we take a personal
interest in all our students, and nurture
their potential. We have a core group
of expert teachers, who have been with
the school since it opened in 2011, plus
others who have joined since then. All are
qualified, committed and experienced.

Plan Your
Course
Placement test
On your first day at the Caledonian, you’ll
have a placement test, which takes in
grammar and vocabulary, plus an interview
with a teacher. Your spoken English level
is very important in your placement in
a particular level. We aim to find the
best class where each student will make
maximum progress.
Courses
From September to June, our courses are
organised in 8-week periods or terms. Most
students come for the 8-week term but it
is possible to study for a shorter period
(minimum 3 weeks) or alternatively for
a longer course, by adding together any
combination of 8-week terms.
General English Courses are available at
four levels:
•

Pre-Intermediate (CEFR A2; IELTS
3.5-4.0)

•

Intermediate (CEFR B1; IELTS 4.5-5.0;
Cambridge PET)

•

Upper Intermediate (CEFR B2; IELTS
5.5-6.0; Cambridge First)

•

Advanced (CEFR C1/2; IELTS 6.5-8.5;
Cambridge Advanced)

Edinburgh is a wonderful city. It’s easy and safe
to walk around in.

The school is on two floors of a spacious
New Town building and has six classrooms,
a self-access centre and a student common
room with drinks machine and microwave,
where you can relax between classes. It’s
in a lively area, close to coffee shops and
restaurants. There are also plenty of shops
and supermarkets in easy walking distance
of the school.
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￼ “The teaching program
and method have been right
for me.”
Evita, Italy

Sample Timetable

AM (9-12.30)

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Full-time General English

Cambridge First

Intensive General English

IELTS preparation

Full-time General English
Intensive General English
Full-time General English
Intensive General English
Full-time General English

Lunch Break

Monday

PM (13.15- 16.30)

Intensive General English

Intensive General English

Intensive General English

Full-time General English
Intensive General English

Full-time General English: 16 hours per week.
Intensive General English: 20 hours per week.
Cambridge First Preparation: 3 hours per week.
IELTS Preparation: 3 hours per week.

“I love the school and I
would like to continue studying
at your language school.”
Norbert, Slovakia

www.caledonianlanguageschool.com
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improvement, but especially in speaking and
understanding English. You may be planning
to do an external exam later, but have no
immediate examination focus.
Examination Preparation

Full-time General English
You’ll develop your English skills and
knowledge, by practising new language
through speaking, listening and reading
(writing is mainly done at home). We
will help you correct and improve your
pronunciation and fluency. You’ll use a
course book, but also a wide range of
extra materials, such as video clips, songs,
newspaper or internet articles. If you stay
for 8 weeks, you’ll have the advantage
of studying as part of a companionable,
supportive group, with dedicated teachers,
who really get to know you and encourage
you to learn.
This course is for you, if you want general
improvement, and to increase your
confidence in using English. You may be
planning to do a qualification later but have
no immediate plan to take an examination.
Intensive General English

Our examination preparation courses can
be taken either in addition to a General
English course, or can be taken alone, if a
student already has the right language level.
Like the General English courses, they last 8
weeks, with 3 hours per week in class – and
a lot of homework! The goal is to maximise
your chance of success by becoming familiar

with the different types of question, and
practising specific techniques. You’ll get a lot
of personal attention in the classes, to help
you to focus on your individual strengths
and weaknesses. And we have materials
which you can borrow to study outside the
classroom to help you prepare for the exam.

You follow the same General
Exams are taken at the local exam
English programme as on
“I not only passed
centre in Edinburgh, and cost
the full-time course, and
the FCE but also the CAE!!!
£120-£135. This is not included
in addition, you have
I´m very happy right now. It would
in the course fee.
two afternoons (4 hours
not have been possible without
per week) of speaking
Caledonian Laguage School.”
Cambridge First Preparation
and listening practice.
The focus is on improving
Eva, Spain
This is an exam which shows
communication in English,
that you have a good level of general
with interesting, varied activities
English, and could work in a role where you
to help you speak more confidently and
have to deal with the general public. You’ll
naturally in English.
have to perform well in all 4 skills and have
a good Upper Intermediate level of grammar
This course is for you, if you want general
4
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and vocabulary to be successful in the First.
Cambridge Advanced Preparation
This is an exam which is similar in format to
Cambridge First, but at a significantly higher
level. It shows that a student can cope in
most everyday situations socially or at work,
and can write effectively for most everyday
purposes. You need to have a secure Advanced
level of English (C1) to take Advanced
successfully. Cambridge Advanced is also
accepted as an English language qualification
for some university courses.

￼
“Thanks to you
and the teachers, all so
motivated and motivating.”
Marie-Jo, Switzerland

IELTS is a useful qualification for university in
the UK or another English-speaking country.
This exam concentrates on academic English,
with papers on each of the 4 skills – but no
grammar questions.

actively, and teachers encourage students
to use the resources of the city, to practise
English as widely as possible. The twiceweekly social programme also gives students
a great chance to explore Edinburgh, during
their stay.
There is a blend of interesting and varied
activities in class, to activate your English as
much as possible. These include:

You’ll need IELTS 6.0/6.5 for most
undergraduate university courses in the UK, or
6.5/7.5 for most master’s degree courses.

•
•
•

IELTS Preparation

•
•
•
•

Summer
Courses
In summer, the main focus is on activating
your English. Many students come for 2-3
weeks, and gain real confidence in their
ability to speak English in a range of reallife situations. Classes 5 mornings a week give
students lots of practice in using the language

Speaking in groups or pairs
Class discussions
Learning grammar and vocabulary for
new topics
Role-playing interviews
Songs and games
Making a presentation
Writing a review or application

Classes offer an optimal balance of learning
new language and providing opportunities to
practise it. You will have written homework
at least once a week, and other shorter
homework tasks on other days.
Summer Full-time Course
This course is every morning, Monday to
Friday, 09.00-12.15/12.30. Regular classes
help you to activate your English and
communicate more confidently, with a
selection of the activities listed above.

Summer Intensive Course
www.caledonianlanguageschool.com
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The Intensive Course is suitable for people
who want to improve their English as
quickly as possible. It consists of classes
5 mornings a week, and two afternoons of
additional speaking and listening classes.
If you also join the Social Programme
excursions two afternoons per week,
you can really maximise your time in
Edinburgh. This just leaves Friday for
planning the weekend!
Weekend trips
Weekend trips to the Highlands are
organised by local partner, David Vivanco’s
Scottish Language School Tours, and have a
great itinerary with some original activities.

CULTURE AND
FESTIVALS
The Edinburgh Fringe Festival and
International Festival make the city a
truly magical place to visit in August.
There really is a performance around
every corner, sometimes even on a bus!
The Edinburgh International Festival
EIF is one of the most established arts
festivals in the world, and brings
worldclass performances and works of art
to this northern city. For 3 weeks in the
month of August every year, you can
see music performances from groups as
diverse as the Artemis Quartet or the
Ladysmith Black Mambazo, or classical
musicians such as Nicola Benedetti or Ute
Lemper. In dance, there are companies such
6 Caledonian Language School

as Dutch National Ballet or Ballet Rambert.
There are also theatre groups from all
over the world, often performing in their
own languages.

Edinburgh Fringe Festival
More or less at the same time, the
celebrated Edinburgh Fringe Festival takes
place, so there is even more choice. As well
as traditional genres such as theatre and
dance, the Fringe features comedy, modern
circus acts, and performances which do not
belong in any single category. The Fringe is
dynamic and exciting, advertising itself as
“the world’s largest arts festival”. There are
performances large and small in every
theatre or hall in the city, some acts even
appear in restaurants or buses! It’s no
exaggeration to say that the Fringe is
everywhere in Edinburgh.

Homestay
Staying with
a host family
gives you a great
opportunity to
“I was sceptical about whether
practise your
I would enjoy the food. But in fact,
English with
I was fed by a real chef, like if my
real native
hostess were my grandmother.”
speakers, and
to learn more
Olivier, France
about British and
Scottish culture. All
of our families are carefully selected and
inspected regularly, and we give all students a
questionnaire soon after arrival, to make sure
that everything is OK. We look for families
who:
•
•
•

Are friendly and welcoming to students
Have a clean and pleasant house
Live where there is easy transport to the
school.

A host family can be a couple and two
children, a couple whose children have left
home, or a single retired person, or a young
working person … or any kind of household.
All of them are carefully selected to make

Accommodation
Options
students feel at home and enjoy their stay in
Edinburgh.
Most of our families live in residential areas,
so you’ll often have to take a bus to come to
school from your family – an Edinburgh bus
pass costs £17 per week or £51 per month.
But Edinburgh is a small city, and the journey
time is around 20-35 minutes.
You can choose between self-catering, when
you buy and cook all your own food, and half
board (dinner, bed and breakfast) when the
family provide breakfast and dinner for you.
When you chose, you should think about how
much independence you want, and if you want
to be responsible for all your shopping and
cooking.
Student residence
If you prefer to stay in student residence,
we work with a local partner offering this.
The modern residence provides single room,
self-catering accommodation in five-bedroom
student apartments. All rooms are furnished
and have en-suite bathrooms
and each student flat shares a
lounge area and kitchen. The
student residence also has:
•

•
•
•
•

a common room with
TV and sofas, vending
machines and a football
table
internet access
coin operated laundry
facilities
secure door entry
system, 24-hour CCTV
social evenings.

The student residence is
next to a bus stop and a big
supermarket is next door. The
accommodation is very close
www.caledonianlanguageschool.com
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to frequent bus routes, making
it easy for you to travel to and
from the residence or the city
centre.
It takes 20 minutes by bus to
the city centre, and 10 minutes
on foot from the bus stop to
the school.
If you would like to book
accommodation in a student
residence, you must pay in full
when you enrol on the course.
We cannot accept reservations
for the student residence
without full payment.

Social
Programme
Studying is important, but so is what you
do outside the classroom. From September
to June, we organise a limited social
programme, just to introduce you to the
city and get you out and about in an
informal atmosphere. Outings are
every couple of weeks, and are a
good way to meet students from
other classes and practise English
outside the school. A recent
programme included:
•
•
•
•
•

In addition to the ticket price, you can
decide whether to have a coffee or a beer
with the group towards the end of the visit.
We’ll also highlight local events, especially
if they are free (top tip: Edinburgh Castle is
free on St Andrew’s Day in November!).
In summer, the Caledonian has an extra
busy social programme, because most
of our students are here for a short
time, and need to make the most of
their stay in Edinburgh.

a Royal Mile guided tour (free)
Scotch Whisky Experience
(£10.50)
a visit to the Royal
Botanical Gardens (free)
a Harry Potter tour
(free)
“... hidden streets and
a visit to South
wonderful graveyards in the Harry
Queensferry (£4.70
Potter Tour!”
bus ticket).
Sinan, Turkey
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There are two excursions every
week, and we make the most
of the short Scottish summer,
for example to play croquet
at beautiful Lauriston Castle –
unmissable!

Caledonian Language School

Weekend trips to the
Highlands are organised
by local partner David
Vivanco’s Scottish
Language School Tours,
and have a great itinerary
with some original
activities.

Working or
Volunteering
A lot of students are interested in finding a
part-time job – it’s a good way of meeting
English speakers, of experiencing another side
of life in the UK, and of having something to
add to your CV. It can take some time to find a
job, depending on the time of year. However,
your teachers will give you help in writing
your curriculum vitae (CV), and covering letter
or e-mail. You may also be able to role-play
interviews in class.

Alternatively, you’ll find more information
at www.caledonianlanguageschool.
com or https://www.facebook.com/
CaledonianLanguageSchool
Caledonian Language School
Palmerston House
7 Torphichen Street
Edinburgh
EH3 8HX

Prices & Dates
You can start a course at the Caledonian on
most Mondays of the year. However, we offer
a significant discount if you take one of our
8-week, fixed term packages. Start and finish
dates are fixed, to keep administration to a
minimum, and prices are as low as possible –
less than £5 an hour on the intensive course.

Volunteering is another good way to use
English and to meet a group of people outside
the school. You may have valuable skills which
can be used by a voluntary group here in
Edinburgh. The Edinburgh Volunteer Centre is
just across the road from the school, and will
help you to find a placement.
EU citizens are allowed to work in the UK, but
if you are from outside the EU, this may not be
the case. Please check, if you are from outside
the EU.

Contact Us Now
Choosing a school in another country is a big
decision, and most people have particular
questions which they’d like to ask. You can
contact us on:

Other start and finish dates are possible, but
the greater flexibility demanded makes this
more expensive.
•
•

Check our website www.
caledonianlanguageschool.com for our
latest dates & prices.
Or contact us on info@
caledonianlanguageschool.com if you
have any questions.

“Thank you for all,
your school it is fantastic
and for me it was a great
experience.”
Flavia, Italy

• info@caledonianlanguageschool.com
• 0044 1312292988.
www.caledonianlanguageschool.com 9

Course Prices
2015/16 Terms (8 week periods) - Day Courses
Term 5

31 August - 23 October 2015

Term 6

26 October - 18 December 2015

Term 1

11 January - 04 March 2016

Term 2

To be confirmed

Term 3

To be confirmed

Term 4: Summer Course

6 July—28 August 2015
2015/16 - Day Courses
Hours per week
(tuition + self study)

Price per term

Full-time General English Course (1)

16 + 6

£685.00

Intensive General English Course (2)

20 + 6

£840.00

Communication in English

4

£220.00

First Certificate in English Preparation (FCE)

3+2

£175.00 (3)

IELTS Preparation

3+2

£175.00 (3)

(1) Price per week £160.00 (minimum 3 weeks) (2) Price per week £180 (minimum 3 weeks)
(3) Students full-time/ Intensive Courses £160.00

Summer Courses, July- August 2015
Price

Hours per week
(tuition + self study)

Term

Week

Full Time Summer Courses

16 + 6

£810

£165

Intensive Summer Courses

20 + 6

£995

£190

(1) Minimum 2 weeks
Term (8 weeks)
10 Caledonian Language School

6 July—28 August 2015

2015/16 Terms - Evening Courses
Term 3

21 September - 18 December 2014

Term 1

11 January - 02 April 2015

Term 2

05 April - 25 June 2015

2015/16 - Evening Courses
Weeks

Hours per week
)
(tuition + self study)

Price per term

Lower Intermediate Course

12

4+2

£260.00

Lower Intermediate Course

12

4+2

£260.00

FCE Preparation

12

4+2

£290.00

CAE Preparation

12

4+2

£290.00

Accommodation arrangement fee

£40.00

Host Families
2015/16 prices per person per week
Self-catering room

£95.00

Room, breakfast and dinner

£140.00

Summer 2015 prices per person per week
Self-catering room

£115.00

Room, breakfast and dinner

£150.00

Student Residence price per person per week
Self-catering room

Price to be confirmed

Summer self-catering room

£26,50 per night

In addition to the fee, you will pay £36 (£32 summer) towards the cost of a coursebook and other course materials. There is a 5%
discount on the course fee for students who have a European Youth Card. There is a 5% discount on the course fee for students
who have a European Youth Card.
Additional fees apply to non-EU students who require support with visa application (£100 charge). There is an additional charge
of £50 for airport pick-up, where we arrange for a local taxi firm to collect you and take you to your accommodation address.
Students paying by credit card will be charged an additional fee of 3%.
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